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Letter from the President

Letter from the Executive Director

Our Mission

Dear Friends of the Wilton Land Trust,

2025 was a transformative year for the Wilton Land Trust. In May, we welcomed Whitney Beaman as 
our new Executive Director and opened the Land Trust’s new home at Chestnut Meadows. Whitney 
quickly got to work strengthening and reorganizing the organization from her office in the barn, 
which has quickly become a powerful symbol of the Land Trust’s future and a space for stewardship, 
collaboration, and community engagement.

In the fall, after stewardship days ended, we took time to reflect and work on our governance. 
We engaged a consultant to help us assess our organization against the best practices of other  
Connecticut land trusts. I am pleased to say that the report was favorable. We do some things well,  
but there are areas for improvement, and that will be part of our focus in the coming year.  This 
assessment and our response will help strengthen the Land Trust as it looks to the future and 
continues to preserve and protect Wilton’s open space.  

Lastly, I would be remiss if I did not ask for your support. When you drive through our town, pause to 
take in some of the beautiful vistas and preserves we maintain. If you like what you see, enjoy walking 
through Slaughter Fields, birding at Schencks Island, hiking the Gregg Preserve, or taking a short walk 
at Chestnut Meadows, remember that we rely on member donations to maintain our 837 acres of 
open space. Help us keep Wilton the beautiful community it is by supporting the Wilton Land Trust. 

I hope to see you on the trails this summer.

Craig E. Johnson
President

Dear Friends of the Wilton Land Trust,

Since 1964, the Land Trust has been committed to preserving the landscapes that define Wilton. 
 Today, we steward 86 preserves and safeguard 837 acres of forests, meadows, and waterways for 
future generations.

Over the past year, I have seen that commitment in action. Together, we strengthened stewardship 
efforts, improved trail access, completed our American Chestnut Orchard, and welcomed the com-
munity into the newly opened Daniel Offutt Barn at Chestnut Meadows. We mobilized hundreds of 
volunteers and expanded hands-on conservation and outdoor learning opportunities for youth.

As a community-supported nonprofit, everything we do, from trail maintenance to habitat restoration, 
is made possible by the dedication and generosity of the people of Wilton. We are neighbors clearing 
storm debris, students blazing trails, and colleagues planting trees. 

Every accomplishment this year reflects the collective action of this town, and the work ahead will 
 depend on that same spirit. Thank you all for being part of this work — for showing up, giving your 
time and resources, lending your expertise, and sharing your love of nature.

With gratitude,

Whitney Beaman
Executive Director

President - Craig E. Johnson
Vice President - Robert E. Sollmann Jr. 
Vice President - Marlen S. Clark
Secretary - William L. Maxwell
Treasurer - Mark Rice 

Trustees
Brett D. Amero
Danielle P. Andrews  
Scott M. Bogan
Christina S. Duncan  
Michael E. Foster

Trustees Emeritus
Anthony P. Grassi
Thomas M. Sinchak

Katherine B. Hughes  
Justin E. Phillips
Samuel D. Shouvlin  
Roger R. Valkenburgh

To enhance the well-being of the  
Wilton community by preserving  
ecologically diverse open spaces and 
fostering meaningful connections with 
nature.
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2025
By the Numbers

837

670

15

280

250

ACRES ACROSS
86 PRESERVES

PEOPLE AT
18 EVENTS

VOLUNTEERS SPENT
1600 HOURS

MILES
OF TRAILS

NATIVE TREES,
SHRUBS, AND FORBS

STEWARDED

ENGAGED

DEDICATED

MAINTAINED

RESTORED

Daniel Offutt
Barn Open

American Chestnut
Orchard Complete

Organizational Growth

Wilton’s 
First Firefly 

Sanctuary

The Daniel Offutt Barn at  
Chestnut Meadows has  
become  the heart of our  
conservation, immersive 
learning, and community 
engagement efforts.

Once dominant in eastern forests, the American 
Chestnut is now the focus of regional restoration 
efforts. With 100 trees planted, our orchard  
supports national research and local education.

This past year was one of meaningful momentum for the Wilton Land Trust, with  
steady, substantive progress across every dimension of our organization.

We welcomed a new Executive Director and brought fresh energy and perspective to our  
board by electing two new Trustees and five new Officers. With the future in mind, we offered three  
college internships to cultivate the next generation of environmental stewards and created a new part-time  
Community Engagement Coordinator role to expand our outreach.

Thanks to a Connecticut Neighborhood Assistance Act (NAA) grant from Santa Energy, we are outfitting the 
Daniel Offutt barn with an audiovisual system capable of supporting hybrid programming, allowing us to 
engage participants who cannot always join us in person.

Financially, the organization closed the year on a strong note, with reserve investments growing by 17  
percent. This reflects both careful stewardship and favorable conditions, positioning the Wilton Land Trust 
with confidence and stability as we enter 2026 and beyond.

Once common across summer 
meadows, fireflies are declining 

due to habitat loss and  
light pollution.  

With the establishment of 
Wilton’s first Firefly Sanctuary 
at Chestnut Meadows, we are 

restoring native habitat and 
creating safe breeding  

grounds for this 
 beloved species.

Milestones
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Connecting People to Nature Explore our Woodlands and Wander our Meadows

This Year We Planted:

We engaged the community through 18 immersive learning and outreach 
events across Wilton, including:

Ask an Arborist: Guided by Master Arborist Chris Teter, hikers identified native 
tree species, learned indicators of forest health, and examined the challenges 
shaping our woodlands at the Marble/Van Haelewyn-Richards Preserve.
 
Owl Release: In partnership with Wildlife in Crisis, we welcomed two  
rehabilitated barred owls back to their native habitat at Chestnut Meadows, 
highlighting the critical connection between wildlife and protected open space. 
 
Books & A Blanket: In partnership with Wilton Library and Wilton Go Green,  
families gathered at Chestnut Meadows for story time, upcycled crafts, and a 
short meadow walk—inspiring a love of reading, recycling, and nature.

Birds & Binoculars: Led by birding guide Joe Bear, participants observed peak 
migration at Schenck’s Island, learning to identify local and migratory species 
while deepening our understanding of avian habitat.

Butterfly Blitz: Led by entomologist Victor DeMasi, this hands-on program  
invited participants to gently net, identify, and release bees and butterflies  
while learning about the rich diversity of pollinators in our meadow.

A Trek Through Time: In partnership with Hillside Cemetery and Rediscovering  
History, this lantern-lit stroll across Chestnut Meadows led participants to the 
historic Old Section of the cemetery at sunset, where the graves of founding  
families and the stories that shaped Wilton came to life.

Chestnut Meadows 
13.5 acres

Gregg Preserve 
92 acres 

Harrison-Smith Preserve  
25 acres 
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American Hazelnut

American Sycamore

Black Chokeberry

Black Willow

Common Witch Hazel 

High Bush Blueberry 

Low Bush Blueberry 

Northern Red Oak 

Red Maple

Red Chokeberry

Red Twig Dogwood

Ruby Spice Summersweet

Shadblow Serviceberry

Silky Dogwood

White Oak
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The Next Generation of Stewards

Partnership in Action: ASML

Stewardship Sundays
More than 40 volunteers gathered 
throughout spring and fall to:	

More than 220 volunteers spent over 1,500 hours  
restoring habitat at Gregg Preserve—clearing vast 
stands of invasive burning bush and planting native 
tree and shrub species — making the Wilton Land 
Trust one of ASML’s top ten charities by volunteer 
hours globally.

• Build Forked-Tree Trail, complete with boardwalks and  
hand-painted signs

• Construct stairs to restore access to Harrison-Smith 
Preserve after a flood

• Restore habitat and manage the American Chestnut 
Orchard

• Install a “little library” of nature guidebooks to inspire 
visitors

• Implement GIS software to map and monitor preserves

• Digitize historic land records dating back to the 1960’s

• Complete the 100-tree American Chestnut Orchard

• Plant a pollinator garden around the Daniel Offutt Barn

• Beautify the entrance to Chestnut Meadows with daffodils

• Restore habitat along the Norwalk River at Schenck’s Island

More than 30 high school and college  
students participated in Stewardship  
Sundays, Summer Stewardship, College 
Internships, and Scout Projects to:

“Our financial health is strong 
thanks to every Member who gave. 
The Wilton Land Trust depends on 
donations to preserve and steward 
the open spaces that define Wilton's 
character. Your continued support 
ensures this legacy continues.”
       
	 -Mark Rice, Treasurer
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Thank YOU! 
The generosity of our 323 
members powers our impact.
This report gratefully acknowledges gifts made between September 1, 2024, 
and December 31, 2025.
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Gifts made in  
memory of loved 
ones are gratefully 
acknowledged.

• Joe Philbrick

LUMINARY - $10,000 +
John and Mary Brock
Christina and Woodson Duncan
Paul and Carol Evanson Family Foundation
The Henry Foundation
Mark and Linda Rubinstein
Carol Russell
Chris and Catherine Stroup
Roger and Ginny Valkenburgh
The Welling Family

LEADER - $5,000 - $9,999
ASML
Mark Broach
Marlen S Clark
David Eckles and Minette Nelson
Jennifer and Matthew Gabrielson
Craig Johnson and Kimberley Young
Craig and Suzanne Knutson
Wallace Lee and Yun Yun Huang
Jennifer and Maurizio Morello
Kimberly Olson
Robert and Kathryn Sollmann
Jessica Skipper
Wilton Re

BENEFACTOR - $2,500 - $4,999
Marie Balitsos
Burke Realty LLC
The Fleitz Family
Kaki and Barney Hughes
Jim and Ellen Kapustka
Stanley Kovak
Lee Horticulture Services LTD
Joseph and Nancy Pantoliano
Mark and Amy Rice
Santa Energy Corporation

CONSERVATIONIST - $1,000 - $2,499
The Albanese Family
Jane and Moses Alexander
Danielle Correale Andrews
Annoymous
Geoffrey and Lynn Ashworth
David and Jamie Becker
Emily and Steve Blass
Scott Bogan

The Donald Bondy Lowy Family
Timothy and Laura Callahan
Rob and Meg Campbell
John and Susan Christian
Keith and Laura Coutant
Estate of Janet C Coviello
Douglas Cullen and Eva Pao
Alper and Asli Daglioglu
Daniel and Rebecca Darst
Owen Emerson
Ken and Pam Fadner
Fairfield County Bank
Janet and Michael Foster
Robert and Barbara Gault
Goldman Sachs
Russell J. Handelman
Jeffrey Headden
Greg and Susan Hendrick
IBM
Jessica and Paul Joy
Keep Hopping Foundation
Rick Kenneally and Pat Hoeg
Charles and Jennifer Lawson
Farah Masani
Penny Maxwell
David McCraw
James and Kim Mellin
John Miksad
Jane Mitchell
Elizabeth and Gerald O'Connell
Maura and Matthew O'Halloran
Per and Christina Onnerud
Betsy and Steve Pettit
Al and Sue Ravitz
RC Landscaping
The Ruffel Family
Jeffrey and Laura Runge
Carrie and Ben Sanders
Sally Simmons
The Smolenack Family
Sutka Family
Amanda Tafuro^
Turnover Shop of Wilton
Bob Wallace and Terri Sheridan
Dana Wolfson and Seth Coldren
Carolan Workman

STEWARD - $500 - $900
John D. Ambler
The Anastasia Family
Jane and Ed Bescherer
Leonard Calo
Cherichetti Horticulture LLC
Jennifer and Geody Davatzes
Thomas and Jerre Dawson
Michelle and Doug Fechter
Joseph J. and Ann R. Fiteni
Anthony Fouracre and Mari Okie-Fouracre
Richard and Deborah Fuller
Good Morning Wilton
Laurie Greene
Anthony and Caroline Gulati
Jody Holmes
Pamela Hovland and Steve Lawrence
Maurice Krasnow and Lorie Paulson
Dr. David Langseth
Bruce and Karen Legan
Michael and Elizabeth Marcal
Tim and Molly McLaughlin
Kenneth Meister and Laurie Shahon
The Meyer Family
The Mourier Family
Beverly and Greg Rodiger
Mathias and Bonnie Rumilly
Matt and Bonnie Rumilly
Allison and Robert Sanders
Timothy and Barbara Schmidt
Lee Ann and Tom Schneider
Tom and Marla Sinchak
Jerry and Beth Sprole
Synchrony Financial
Tad and Nicole Wampfler
Wang Macintrye Family Fund
The Watkins Family
William and Tracey Weil
Stephen White
John A Zaro

PATRON - $250 - $499
Kathy and Tom Anderson
Joseph and Sue Berland
Sophie Black
Gladys S. Blundin
Gil and Patricia Bray

Kathleen and Bill Brennan
Minter Brown
Greg and Patricia Caggainello
Lynda Campbell and Corey Greenburg
N and C
Michael Conway
Jerome and Judith Cook
Donna and Michael Correale
Charles E. Cunningham
David and Marjorie Dephtereos
Nancy and Karl Dolnier
Equitable
Christopher Foster
Roger and Patricia Frisch
Jerry and Mary Gail Gristina
Anthony and Naomi Higgins
Greg Hoffman
Karl and Leslie Hueglin
Virginia Irwin
Michael and Olga Kagan
Mr. and Mrs. William Kingston
The Leopold Family
Robert and Elizabeth Lerch
Rebecca Lin
Arthur and Ruth Linden
Harold and Anne Low
Frank Mabley
Will and Tish Maxwell
William an Mary-Ellen McDonald
John and Sherry McReynolds
Donna Merrill
Jason and Casey Monteleone
Jon and Patricia Moynihan
Catherine Munera and Alfredo Basurto
Dan and Jess O'Neill
Manisha Patel
Joan Pendergast
John and Sarah Pinkham
David Rintoul and Wendy Kerner
The Rivera Family
John and Francesca Runge
The Russnok Family
S & P Foundation
Chris and Beth Schellhorn
Beth A. Schneider
Servco Oil & Propane
Howard and Terryanne Shimmel
Peter Stisser and Diane Russ
Kate Throckmorton and Rick Parisot
Jeff and Nadine Turner
The van Heyst Family
David Wecker and Julie Rudnicki
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Weiss
John and Cindy Wiseman

SUPPORTER - $100 - $249
William and Susan Abrams
Brett and Coleen Amero
Julie Andersen
The Aquan Family
The Bankowski Family
Patricia Beaman
Whitney Beaman
William and Kathleen Bishop
John and Colleen Boepple
William B. Bonvillian
Bruce and Regina Borden

Matthew and Jessica Brand
C. R. Braunstein
Carolyn Brewer
Bright Funds
Robert and Debra Browne
James Burch
Claire Camelio
Caraluzzi's Market
Chris and Anne Carpiniello
Arley and Gabe Carr-Harris
The Cawley Family
Debbie and Greg Chann
Harry and Michele Clark
Thomas Clark
Coatue
The Coffey Family
Bob and Robin Como
Dana Creanga
Bruce and Susan Cruikshank
Ann and Jonathan Dachs
Dawn Dahl and Paul Freitas
Keith and Jennifer DeAngelis
The DeMattia Family
Keith and Christine Denning
Jen and Joe DeSanctis
Scott and Susan Douglass
The Driver Family
Arthur and Jeanne Dsouza
Jay Dulberg
David Dunlop
Lisa A Dunn
Element Solutions
Jean Evans
John and Louise Ferencz
The deVos and Feuer Family
Charles and Ruth Ann Flynn
Diane Fogerty
Russell and Irene Friedman
Adair and Brooks Garis
Steve and Tina Georgeou
Patrice Gillespie
Alan and Pat Gould
Sally and Tony Grassi
Sarah and Noah Grayson
Victoria Green
Kathryn Gregory
Eileen and Fiachra Grisewood
Alex and Kimi Hardej
Thom and Sally Healy
Lenore and Robert Herbst
Mike and Janice Hess
Jade Hobson
Philip and Martha Hoffman
Alexis Holroyde
The Hughes Family
Hunan Cafe
Bob and Beverly Iannucci
Dennis and Maureen Jackson
The Johnson Family
Anne Goslee Jovovic
Annette and Richard Kaye
Nathan Kellish
Dee King
Jennifer Knapp
David and Linda Koch
Peter Kosche
Charissa and John Kronenberg

Nancy and George Lamb
Ada Lamont
Katrina LaPenne
Thomas and Lorraine Larkin
The Lash Family
Antoinette Lee
Beth McFadden Levenherz
Roy Levin and Jan Thomson
The Li Family
Ann and Chris Lineberger
Hadley Lineberger
Jennifer Longmire
Ed and Jan MacEwen
Malcolm and Jennie MacGregor
Susan Mangino
Lisa Mannix
Adam and Vicky Markham
Linnea Martin
Mastercard
Alan Michaels
Hilary Mitchell
Alice C Morgan
Jonathan and Wendy Murphy
Nate Nevas and Leslie Radel
Pam Nobumoto
Sean and Marguerite O'Connor
Frank and Maurie O'Neill
Ken and Miwako Ogasawara
Mary Otocka
Andrew Patterson
The Paxton-Lawrence Family
Alison and Chris Perry
The Petroski Family
Justin Phillips
Patricia Reber
William and Elizabeth Reiss
Denise Reznik
The Richardsons
Jennifer Ringelheim
Russ Robbins
Bob and Maya Rodriguez
James and Vida Rothschild
Rommie Samai
Elaine and Day Shields
Raymond Sidhu
Drew Alexander Silverstein
Kit and Nancy Smith
Doug and Sylvia Smith
The Stilianos-Mizerik Family
Ross Tartell
Thomas Thornton
Susan Throckmorton and Sheryl Puletz
Barbara Valk
Marilyn Van Raalte
Alan and Rosemary Varade
Carri Vickrey
Jimena A. Vignola
The Wagner Family
Gary and Sheila Wakoff
Michael Wayland
Ernest A. Wiegand
Richard and Jiraporn Ziegler

* Corporate Matching Gift        ^ Gift-in-kind




